
While the Allies battled Japan with bullets and bombs, they
also fought a battle for the minds of Japan’s people. This was

psychological war—psywar. It was meant to shake Japanese soldiers’
and civilians’ faith in their leaders, in Japan’s ability to win the war, and
in the reliability of official information.

“Two policies were central to Allied psywar operations: to tell the truth
and to refrain from criticizing the Japanese emperor,” writes historian
Allison B. Gilmore in You Can’t Fight Tanks with Bayonets. American
propaganda was based on solid research.

Collector Darrell English of North Adams, Massachusetts, gave America
in WWII a look at some of the research behind the psywar. His collection
includes secret Daily Collation Summaries prepared by a 20-man psywar
detachment working for General Headquarters, US Army Forces in the
Pacific. This small unit headed by a captain researched, wrote, illus-
trated, and printed propaganda.

The Daily Collation Summaries provided facts to power propaganda.
Each summary listed objectives such as “Show Hopelessness of Supply
Problem,” or “Show Incompetent Leadership on Home Front.” Under
each objective were three columns: source, data, and remarks. The sources
included interviews with prisoners, news reports from Japan, and more.

What follows is the daily collation summary for August 12, 1945.
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Solid research backed up a US Army psychological
war fare unit’s propaganda pamphlets in August 1945.

Daily Collation Summaries from the collection of Darrell English.

This American propaganda leaflet dropped on Japan in 1945 suggested
the clock was running down on the Empire of the Sun.
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